What Does Net Zero Mean?

Net Zero refers to balancing the amount of carbon emitted with the
amount removed or offset from the atmosphere. Achieving Net Zero

ensures that greenhouse gas emissions no longer contribute to global
warming.

In the UK, the government has set a target to reach:
e NetZero by 2050 (UK-wide)
e NetZero by 2045 (Scotland)

Reaching Net Zero is a long-term journey that requires strategic planning,
resource allocation, and continuous improvement.

How Can Your Business Achieve Net Zero?

The first step is measuring your carbon emissions. This allows you to:
o lIdentify areas for improvement
o Setshort-, medium-, and long-term reduction targets

« Track progress over time

Key Strategies to Reduce Carbon Emissions

1. Renewable Energy

o Switch to electricity providers sourcing from green or
renewable energy.

2. Transport and Operations

o Transition to electric or hybrid vehicles

o Re-evaluate business travel practices to reduce emissions
3. Packaging and Materials

o Minimise packaging or switch to natural, recyclable, and
recycled materials



4. Supply Chain Management
o Select suppliers committed to carbon reduction

o Favor products with lower energy requirements in production,
transport, and use

5. Waste Reduction and Recycling

o Implementrecycling programs for paper, plastic, and other
materials

o Reduce landfill waste through efficient waste management
6. Product Design

o Review designs and materials to identify more sustainable
alternatives

Develop a Net Zero Policy
« Create a comprehensive plan outlining carbon reduction strategies
« Train staff on sustainable practices

« Communicate achievements to customers, suppliers, investors,
and employees

Where immediate reductions are not feasible, consider offsetting
emissions through verified carbon credits while working toward longer-
term goals.

Benefits of a Net Zero Journey
« Demonstrates a clear commitment to climate change
« Enhances attractiveness in tenders, contracts, and annual reports

» Establishes defined targets and schedules for emissions
reductions



« Strengthens sustainable business profile for employees and
investors

« Supports a culture of environmental responsibility within the
organization

Conclusion

Achieving Net Zero is a critical step in combating climate change. By
measuring emissions, implementing sustainable practices across
operations, and offsetting unavoidable emissions, businesses can
contribute to a greener, more sustainable future while enhancing their
market position and stakeholder confidence.



